
APPRENTICE OF JESUS #4: “LIVING IN COMMUNITY UPSIDE DOWN” by Jen Radl 
 

Goal: to promote up building relationships with others in unity as each apprentice 
is taught how to discover and use different talents, gifts and experience to build 
up the body of Christ so we shine brightly to everyone. 
 

I. Introduction: Title “Living in Community Upside down as an Apprentice 
of Jesus” 
 

I think the Holy Spirit has something to say: remember at the beginning of 
Glenn’s sermon this past Sunday about the upside down slide he’s been 
showing in the series “Come Follow Me”?...So the teachers reviewed my 
lesson November 6th - Glenn was not part of the review and he and I have 
not talked about this class. I think the Holy Spirit wants us to think about 
living upside down! 
 

II. Let’s take a snippet of Jesus’ life and the first century disciples to see how to 
live in community with others 
 

A. Let’s look in Mark 2:1-17.  Here’s Jesus at the beginning of his 

ministry...calling his disciples, healing many. We see that Jesus is with 

people. There is a LARGE CROWD! There is a paralytic man who can’t get 

in to see Jesus so his friends lower him down through roof. Starting in vs 

10... 

So he said to the man, 11 “I tell you, get up, take your mat and go home.” 12 He got 

up, took his mat and walked out in full view of them all. This amazed everyone 

and they praised God, saying, “We have never seen anything like this!” 13 Once 

again Jesus went out beside the lake. A large crowd came to him, and he began to 

teach them. 14 As he walked along, he saw Levi son of Alphaeus sitting at the tax 

collector’s booth. “Follow me,” Jesus told him, and Levi got up and followed him. 

15 While Jesus was having dinner at Levi’s house, many tax collectors and sinners 

were eating with him and his disciples, for there were many who followed 

him. 16 When the teachers of the law who were Pharisees saw him eating with the 

sinners and tax collectors, they asked his disciples: “Why does he eat with tax 

collectors and sinners?” 

17 On hearing this, Jesus said to them, “It is not the healthy who need a doctor, but 

the sick. I have not come to call the righteous, but sinners.” 



Let’s talk about what’s going on here in these verses...When I read this, I put myself in 

the room listening to Jesus. My first thought as someone who lives in a house...what’s 

going on with the roof/is the ceiling starting to fall? Wait! What are those guys doing? 

As I’m trying to collect all the roof pieces, I would have missed an unbelievable sight! 

Jesus sees people more important than possessions. This challenges me to value those 

around me so much more than my possessions/my things. Jesus was showing his 

disciples/His apprentices what their attitudes should be. Then Jesus went along a 

lake...once again a large crowd gathered and Jesus taught them...then he sees Levi (also 

known as Matthew), a tax collector and calls him to follow. A tax collector was a Jewish 

person collecting money from his Jewish community to give to the Roman government 

and was seen as a traitor/someone cheating them out of their money. Jesus shows us all 

an example of how to view people...everyone is welcome in the kingdom of 

God/EVERYONE...then Jesus is seen eating at Levi’s house. The Pharisees/religious 

leaders are in disbelief...this is so different from what they practice. They’re thinking 

“What is Jesus doing? He’s eating with THOSE people.”  Jesus hears them and speaks up. 

What can we learn from Jesus in community with others? What is Jesus showing his 

disciples? “I’ve come to heal the sick/the sinners. I’m not concerned about my 

reputation.” Jesus loved the outcast. He loved his disciples and he had a short time to 

unify them...some were zealots (fighters, gang leaders, with passionate political views), 

one was a tax collector (who all the Jews hate), some were Jewish fishermen 

(uneducated ordinary men), and even his own family thought he was crazy at one 

point....Jesus tells them: 34 “A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have 

loved you, so you must love one another. 35 By this everyone will know that you are 

my disciples, if you love one another.” John 13:34-35 The heart of Jesus is LOVE. Jesus 

sets them an example to follow. Totally turns their ideas upside down! What 

ideas/beliefs about loving people has Jesus turned upside down for you? Can others see 

that I am disciple of Jesus because of my care, my love for my church family/my 

brothers and sisters? 

Natasha Huggins is going to share about an opportunity to help us love everyone. 

My love for others has been turned upside down many times, but I remember reading 

Romans 2:11 that says “God does not show favoritism”. I was like what!!!?? Growing 

up, my family totally showed favoritism. My grandparents had favorite grandchildren, 

my parents each had a favorite child, I openly displayed a favorite parent, a favorite 

sibling. Changing a core belief that I had, could only happen with God’s power: letting 

the word penetrate my heart, praying for any type of favoritism shown in my life to be 

revealed, asking others to help me. Not only did I change my part in my family 

dynamics, but I had to intentional make an effort not to bring those practices into my 

relationships in the Kingdom. It’s easy to gravitate towards people that are like us and 

easier to love. I intentionally go out of my comfort zone to talk and spend time with new 

people and those that are very different from me. (Bruce and I were in Dusseldorf, 

Germany for his work a couple of weeks ago and I took many walks exploring the city. 



The first day I walked right by a woman begging and the Holy Spirit convicted me that I 

was being like the priest who walked right by the hurt Samaritan man. So the second 

day I intentionally didn’t walk by her, but looked her in the eyes, spoke with her even 

though we didn’t speak the same language, but I gave her a smile and some money.) 

Jesus’ teaching on forgiveness totally turns me upside down! Matthew 18:21-22 21 Then 

Peter came to Jesus and asked, “Lord, how many times shall I forgive my brother or 

sister who sins against me? Up to seven times?”22 Jesus answered, “I tell you, not 

seven times, but seventy-seven times. Jesus teaches a completely upside down truth 

about forgiveness. When someone hurts me even once, it’s hard to forgive. Being hurt 

several times and reading this verse, I think, how is this possible? My natural instinct is 

to retaliate, to hurt back, to pull away...I use to ask God to let me be an unbeliever for 5 

minutes so I could say and do what I was feeling. Denying self is so hard! I loved Lori’s 

class that gave us practicals on how to deny ourselves. I can only truly forgive with God’s 

help. Looking for ways to serve those that have hurt me. Seeking to understand others 

to preserve unity. It’s not easy. Jesus turned his disciples beliefs upside down! He taught 

his disciples how to serve others and not be expected to be served, how to love beyond 

betrayal, how to pray, how to view people...there’s so much more, but how do we put 

this all together? Romans 12:4-9a 4 For just as each of us has one body with many 

members, and these members do not all have the same function, 5 so in Christ we, 

though many, form one body, and each member belongs to all the others. 6 We 

have different gifts, according to the grace given to each of us. If your gift is 

prophesying, then prophesy in accordance with your[a] faith; 7 if it is serving, then 

serve; if it is teaching, then teach; 8 if it is to encourage, then give 

encouragement; if it is giving, then give generously; if it is to lead,[b] do it 

diligently; if it is to show mercy, do it cheerfully.9 Love must be sincere.  We belong 

to one another. We need each other. You are chosen like Maggie’s and Anjali’s class 

taught us. Each of us has something to bring to the Kingdom of God – to the Northwest 

Region, to your Family Group, to discipleship group, to your prayer partner, to your 

discipleship partner. 

We all can do these things to some degree...we can all share our faith, we can all serve 

someone, we can all teach someone a few Bible verses, we can all encourage someone, 

we can all give generously of our money/our possessions, we can all lead someone, we 

can all show mercy...but some of us really excel at these gifts. Think about:  

Who is known for their serving?  
Who is known for sharing their faith?  
Who is known for being generous?  
Who is known for teaching their knowledge of God?  
Who is known for getting people together?  
Who do you know that gives second chances/shows mercy?  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+12%3A4-9&version=NIV#fen-NIV-28252a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+12%3A4-9&version=NIV#fen-NIV-28254b


Let’s encourage one another’s gifts. Encouragement takes intention. Unity isn’t easy. 

Satan wants to divide us. He is prowling around like a roaring lion. We have to pray 

together for our unity.  Let’s turn our community/family groups upside down with Jesus’ 

teachings in how we interact with one another.  

B. Let’s look at the first century Christians to see how they lived as Jesus’ 
apprentices in their communities: Acts 2:42-4542 They devoted themselves to 

the apostles’ teaching and to fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to 

prayer. 43 Everyone was filled with awe at the many wonders and signs performed 

by the apostles. 44 All the believers were together and had everything in 

common. 45 They sold property and possessions to give to anyone who had need.  

  
We see how love expresses itself! They were devoted to one another...they 

sold possessions to help each other out...they loved being together! The 
pandemic tried to pull us away from one another, but we figured out how to be 
devoted to one another with drive by birthday and graduation celebrations, with 
prayer walks 6 feet apart, with driveway cookie exchanges and baby showers, 
outdoor weddings, backyard firepit devotionals, s’more parties and so many other 
creative meetings. Those of us that had never heard of zoom, can now type things 
in the “chat room”. Satan tries so hard to pull us away from God and from one 
another. It takes putting on His armor and battling him. Satan wants to slow us 
down, blind us with lies and destroy God’s Kingdom. We serve a powerful 
Almighty. Stay in the battle! Don’t give up! God is enough as Julia’s lesson so 
powerfully inspired us through the Bible.  We have brothers and sisters in Europe 
sharing their homes/their lives with our Ukrainian brothers and sisters. They are 
living these Bible verses. I was able to meet a few refugees when we worshiped in 
Dusseldorf, Germany 2 weeks ago. I spoke with a teenage boy whose with his 
mother and sister living with disciples, while his father is still in Ukraine. He 
appreciates our prayers and asks us to keep them coming! Joanna has firsthand 
experience of being a refugee. Thank you for your generous hearts in giving $ to 
help our European brothers and sisters with the special contribution we recently 
collected. What about here in the Northwest Mission Center? Today are we 
devoted to one another?  My hospitality muscles got weak being in lockdown 
mode...I didn’t use them as often as before the pandemic. My talking to new 
people muscles got weak...fear set in. I’m trying to be hospitable again and to 
stretch those muscles.  Start small...invite someone over for tea/coffee...one 
couple for dinner...we’ve had a few couples over for dinner and cards...my 
initiating muscles are becoming reactivated. I’m having to clean off my social 
calendar cobwebs...Let’s reactivate our sharing the gospel and our lives as well. 
Acts 2:46-4746 Every day they continued to meet together in the temple courts. They broke 

bread in their homes and ate together with glad and sincere hearts, 47 praising God and 



enjoying the favor of all the people. And the Lord added to their number daily those who 

were being saved. 

 

Let’s live in our communities as Jesus did and turn them upside down! 

 

Discussion Questions for FG: 

 

Share what gift/talent/skill that you see in the person to your right in your 

group. 

 

What ideas/beliefs about loving people has Jesus turned upside down for 

you? 

 

How does forgiveness promote unity? Share a time you forgave someone 

and saw the relationship grow. 


